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MONTANA CRIMINAL LAW state + cs +
INFORMATION RESEARCH CENTER 
SERVES 33 SINCE BEING ESTABLISHED
MISSOULA—
The Montana Criminal Law Information Research Center (MONTCLIRC) has provided free legal 
research information for 33 clients in 18 Montana counties since the center began operating 
at the University of Montana School of Law on Nov. 1, 1976.
Funded by the Law Enforcement Assistance Administration through the Montana Board of 
Crime Control, the center is an effort to make available the extensive criminal law research 
resources of the law library of the School of Law to judges, county attorneys, defense 
counsels and law enforcement officials throughout Montana.
According to Robert E. Sullivan, Dean of the School of Law, MONTCLIRC has received nine 
requests for free legal research from public defenders; five from county attorneys; five from 
justices of the peace; four from court-appointed counsel; three from city judges; two from 
district judges, and one from a city attorney.
Users may call the center collect (243-6492) with any specific criminal law question 
which comes to them in their official capacities. Senior law students will research the 
question under supervision of the center director, and a written memorandum is phoned or 
mailed to the requesting party. In addition to memoranda, copies of cases, law review 
articles and law books are available on request.
Donald MacDonald, a Missoula practicing attorney, is serving as interim center director 
until Feb. 1. Six senior law students at UM are employed as MONTCLIRC research assistants —  
Ronald L. Frazee, Ballings; Joe L. Hegel, Forsyth; Richard L. Parish, Missoula; Thomas J. 
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The center is part of the state’s comprehensive plan to improve law enforcement and the 
quality of criminal justice in the state. Although there are two law libraries in Montana—  
at the Capitol in Helena and at the Law School in Missoula--only 20 percent of judges, 
county attorneys and defense counsels are able to use those libraries conveniently. Others 
must resort to inadequate county law libraries or travel distances of 200-600 miles to 
research any but the simplest legal questions.
Evaluation reports by officials using the MONTCLIRC services have emphasized that 
MONTCLIRC not only saves them research and travel time, but, with its access to reference 
materials otherwise not available, also provides them with more thorough research facilities.
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